
First United Methodist Church  

Sunday, December 17, 2023 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
 

Please be aware that our services are livestreamed, and any adults and/or children participating in musical  
groups, children’s messages and liturgist roles will appear on camera. 
 
A nursery for children age 5 and under is on the lower level, and includes a Bible lesson. So that all children 
may enjoy the Christmas Program, there will be a time for parents to bring children in the nursery upstairs to 
the Sanctuary.  
 
 
Prelude         Christmas Carols for Organ Dale Wood 

Velda Graham Bell, organ 
 
Lighting the Fourth Advent Candle – the Candle of Peace  

One: We are in the season of Advent. A time of waiting and preparing for the coming Christ. Each 
Sunday we light a candle to guide us in our journey. We relight the candles of HOPE, LOVE, 
and JOY, and today we light the candle of PEACE as we sing together: 

 

All: He came down that we may have peace; The Faith We Sing #2085  
 He came down that we may have peace; 
 He came down that we may have peace; 
 Hallelujah forevermore. 

 
Welcome and Announcements  Pastor Jeanine Alexander 
 
Christmas Music by FUMC Children and Youth  
 The First Noël traditional English carol 

Atley Collins, flute 
 Jingle Bells James Pierpont 

Liam and Preston Hedlund, piano duet 
 Kaleidoscope Colors N. Faber 

Millie Carolan, piano 
 The First Noël traditional English carol 

Greta Nielsen, piano 
 Silent Night Franz Gruber 

Delaney Nielsen, piano 
 O Holy Night Adolphe Adam 

Nathaniel Bateman, flute 
 
 
* Hymn          Sing We Now of Christmas UM Hymnal #237, v. 1-3 

 
Anthem          While Shepherds Watched Their Flock G.F. Handel; arr. Jason Krug 

Ringtones; Bill Alexander, director 
 
 



Morning Prayer           
Unison Prayer: Lord, a candle burns, the sign of peace that fills our hearts and guides our way. God of 
peace, come to us again this Advent. May your peace live within us, burning as a light in our lives. 
 
Prayers of Joy and Concern 

 
Jesus’ Prayer - contemporary paraphrase from Human Rites by Ward and Wild 
Beloved, our Father and Mother, in whom is heaven, hallowed be your name, followed be your royal 
way, done be your will and rule, throughout the whole creation. With the bread we need for today, 
feed us. In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. In times of temptation and test, 
strengthen us. From trials too great to endure, spare us. From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For you 
reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Offering Our Gifts  
 Please bring your children who are in the nursery up to enjoy the Christmas Program.  
 Children participating in the program may go to the Chapel now to put on their costumes. 
 
 
Anthem          God Rest Ye Merry arr. Kevin McChesney 

Class Ring 
 
* Hymn         Star-Child The Faith We Sing #2095 
 
 
 
Christmas Program      Christmas Around the World 
  Sunday School children, JAM and the Peanut Butter Band, JAM Jr. 
  Beth Brophy, director 

 
 

Nigeria Betelehemu             Wendell Whalum/Yoruba traditional 
 
Austria Stille Nacht Franz Gruber;  
   first verse: children in German, second verse: congregation in English 
  Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
  Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
  Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.  

 
Scripture Reading                                                                                      Leah Hulst 

Luke 2:1-14 
In those days, a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 
was the first registration and was taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, 
the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region, 
there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flocks by night. Then an angel of the 
Lord stood before them and the glory of the Lord shone around them and they were terrified. But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for, see, I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a 
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in 
the highest heaven and on earth peace among those whom he favors.” 



 
Venezuela El Burrito de Belén Hugo Blanco 
 
France  Entre le bœuf et l’âne gris 13th century French carol 
 
 
Holy Land O Little Town of Bethlehem Philips Brooks; congregation joins in singing 
  O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; 
  Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 
  Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
  The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 

 
* Hymn          Joy to the World UM Hymnal #246, v. 1, 2, 4 

 
 
Benediction           
 
Postlude Joy to the World as recorded by Three Dog Night 

Tapestry; Leah and Corey Hulst, directors 
 

 
*  Please stand as you are comfortable. 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcements 
 
to fill out the Connect Cards each week. They are replacing the attendance pads formerly 
found in the pews. Keeping attendance and making sure the church has your current 
contact information is an important part of church records. On the back of the card, is a list 
of ministry opportunities, where your help can make a difference! These will change often, 
so check them each week and please sign up where you can. 

 

Guests: Welcome to First United Methodist Church. We are so glad you are worshipping with us today! Please 
stop by the Welcome Desk in the Narthex; we have a packet and small gift for first-time visitors. 
 

Please join us for coffee, doughnuts and Christmas treats downstairs in Lakeview Social Hall 
following the worship service. 
 

Faith Forum is taking a break for the holidays and will resume January 7 with guest speaker Tone 
Lanzillo speaking about “Choosing Compassion in a Climate-Changing World.” 
 

This morning UWS professor Haji Dokhanchi will be selling handicrafts from a refugee organization 
(Jesuit Refugee Services) that provides training and employment opportunities for refugees in Kenya 
from Uganda, Somalia, Sudan, South Sudam, and Rwanda. There are nativity sets, batik fabric, 
wooden giraffes, handwoven baskets, and slipper socks. This is an opportunity to support our 
neighbors in desperate need around the world. 

Please 

remember 



 

Christmas Eve Worship Services will be held at 10am and 10pm. The morning service will feature music 
by Tapestry; the evening service will feature music by our Sanctuary Choir and Extollers, the 
reunion bell choir. Both services will be livestreamed. 

 

This year’s Advent/Christmas mission project will have opportunities for you to help your neighbors 
with financial gifts, collecting items, and donating your time. Please look for details in the December 
First Family or pick up a handout on the tables in the Narthex. 
 

The Terri Lynn Fundraiser online store is open in December to buy the gourmet candies and nuts that 
you love and love to give away. Funds raised will go towards next summer's youth mission trip. 
Place your order here: coppertopduluth.terrilynn.com./ 
 

The Lost and Found (outside the church office) has been filling up. If you’re missing something, please 
check there. All items will be donated the week of January 14.  
 
 
 

Ways You Can Help Your Church 
Ways to give to support your church:  give online at fumcduluth.com OR text COPPERTOP to 73256 OR 
mail to FUMC, 230 E. Skyline Parkway, Duluth, MN 55811 
 
 
 

Guest WIFI Network: FirstUnitedPublic. Password: Public2022. 
 

Thank you to Alex Flinner, Tommy Kishida and the Livestream Team for making the online service 
possible.  
 
Music reprinted and broadcast under OneLicense #A-704169, CCLI License #388862 and CCS 
WORSHIPcast License #12033. All rights reserved. 
 
Rainbow tree image courtesy of pngtree. 
 

 
 

http://fumcduluth.com/

