
   First United Methodist Church 

   Sunday, January 4, 2026 
 
 

Please be aware that our services are livestreamed, and any adults and/or children 
participating in musical groups, children’s messages and liturgist roles will appear on 
camera. 

 
Children will remain in worship today, although a nursery for children age 6 and under is on the lower level. 
There are activity bags outside the entrances to the Sanctuary. Sunday School will resume next week. 
 
 
 
Prelude      Two chorale preludes on How Brightly Shines the Morning Star  
   Paul Manz and Niels Gade 

Velda Graham Bell, organ 
        
Welcome and Announcements  Rev. MaryAnne Korsch 
 
Call to Worship  Ron Yardley 

Leader: God of grace and glory, we arrive at this place with a sense of a new beginning. 
All:  Grant us wisdom and courage as we begin a new year. 
Leader: Help us to resist evil and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves. 
All: Grant us wisdom and courage as we seek to live in your way. 
Leader: Inspire us to live for you, day after day, always ready to bring hope and healing. 
All: Grant us wisdom and courage as we turn our whole selves over to your love. 

 
* Hymn God of Grace and God of Glory UM Hymnal #577 
  
Morning Prayer  Rev. MaryAnne Korsch 

Unison Prayer: A Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition 
Lord, let me be your servant, under your command. I will no longer be my own. I will give 
up myself to your will in all things. Make me what you will. I put myself fully into your 
hands. Put me to doing, put me to suffering, let me be employed for you or laid aside for you, 
let me be full, let me be empty, let me have all things, let me have nothing. I freely and with 
a willing heart give it all to your pleasure and disposal. 
 
Prayers of Joy and Concern 

 
Lord’s Prayer:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 



 
Anthem Here I Am, Lord Dan Schutte 

Sawyer Baldes, vocalist 
 
Scripture Reading Ron Yardley 

Jeremiah 31: 31-34 
“The days are surely coming,” says the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt – a covenant that they 
broke, though I was their husband,” says the Lord. “But this is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel after those days,” says the Lord. “I will put my law within them, and I 
will write it on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer 
shall they teach one another or say to each other, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest,” says the Lord, “for I will forgive their iniquity and 
remember their sin no more.” 

 
* Hymn This is a Day of New Beginnings UM Hymnal #383 
 
Sermon Covenant Rev. MaryAnne Korsch 
 
Offering Our Gifts        Rev. MaryAnne Korsch 

Doxology       Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow UM Hymnal #95 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here below;   
 praise God above, ye heavenly host; Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion Rev. MaryAnne Korsch 
 
Communion Music      Pastorale Arcangelo Corelli 

Victor Ramos, violin 
 

* Hymn Come, Let Us Use the Grace Divine UM Hymnal #606 
  
Benediction         Rev. MaryAnne Korsch 
 
Postlude Noël Suisse Louis-Claude Daquin 

Velda Graham Bell, organ 
 
 
 
 

 
Announcements 

Please remember to fill out the Connect Cards each week. Keeping attendance and making sure the church has  
your current contact information is an important part of church records. On the back of the card, is a list of 
ministry opportunities, where your help can make a difference! These will change often, so check them each week 
and please sign up where you can.  



Join us for coffee and doughnuts in the lower-level Lakeview Social Hall following the worship service. 
 
Faith Forum is taking a break for the holidays. We’ll meet again on January 11, at 9am in Fireside Lounge, 
when Ellen Hill will talk about opportunities to advocate for the health of our community. 
 
Thank you to Rev. MaryAnne Korsch for preaching this morning. Pastor Jeanine Alexander and Larry 
Ehresman are on vacation through January 13. Please do not contact them during this time; if there is an 
emergency, contact Rev. MaryAnne, Faith Community Nurse Linda Wiig, or the church office, and they will 
contact Pastor Jeanine if necessary. 
 
Music this morning is provided by two Carol Donahue Music Scholarship students. Sawyer Baldes is a high 
school student at Marshall School. He has studied piano for eight years and has been singing his whole life, but 
has never had formal singing lessons outside his choir and theater classes. He plans to attend college, majoring in 
music education with piano and voice as his main instruments. Sawyer is thankful for the Donahue Music 
Scholarship for helping him develop his musical skills and continuing his love of music. Sawyer is very excited to 
sing his favorite hymn, “Here I Am, Lord.” Victor Ramos is a Marshall School student who is studying violin 
with Laurie Bastian. He has played violin for five years. He performs in the first violin section of the Youth 
Symphony Orchestra and has participated in the Lake Superior Chamber Orchestra’s Quartet Project for the past 
three summers. Victor is glad to receive the Donahue Music Scholarship, as it helps pay his tuition and allows 
him to improve his skills. He plans to attend college to study music and the violin. 
 
Music schedule: The Sanctuary Choir will rehearse on Wednesday, January 7, in order to sing in worship on 
Sunday, January 11. All other music groups will begin rehearsals again on Wednesday, January 14. 
 
A gift to light the church for the week of January 4 was made by the Trustees in memory of Bob Krumwiede. The 
gift will also support the Sanctuary Choir. 
 
Coming in January: “Wrestling with Doubt, Finding Faith” sermon series will run from January 18 to 
February 15. Does your faith make room for questions? Everyone has doubts. Where is God when bad things 
happen? Is the Bible true? Is Jesus the only way? Why do our prayers go unanswered? Why do the innocent 
suffer? Questions like these and seasons of doubt are normal. Bur uncertainty doesn’t mean our belief is lacking. 
Doubt can be a path to a deeper, richer encounter with God. Join us for this important series. 
 
Mark your calendars! The second annual All-Church Birthday Party and Potluck 
will be held Sunday, January 25 after worship, in Lakeview Social Hall. Sign up to 
decorate a table and bring a cake for your birthday month, or bring a dish to share. 
Look for details in the January issue of “First Family.” 
 
Sign up now for the new Yogadevotion class series, beginning Monday, January 5 at 
5:30 in Three Brothers Chapel. Led by our own Carla Egge, this Somatic Yoga practice is sure to be the unwind 
you need to begin your week. Register at www.yogadevotion.com/classes. 
 
 
 

http://www.yogadevotion.com/classes


Guest WIFI Network: FirstUnitedPublic. Password: Public2022. 
 
Thank you to the Livestream Team for making the online service possible. 
 
Music reprinted and broadcast under OneLicense #A-704169, CCLI License #388862 and CCS WORSHIPcast 
License #12033. All rights reserved. 
 
 
 

Ways You Can Help Your Church 
Sign up to decorate a table and provide a birthday cake for the All-Church Birthday Party and Potluck on 
Sunday, January 25. See more information above and in the January “First Family.” 
 
Ways to give to support your church:  give online at fumcduluth.com or use the QR code OR 
text COPPERTOP to 73256 OR mail to FUMC, 230 E. Skyline Parkway, Duluth, MN 55811.  
 

 
 
  

http://fumcduluth.com/

